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KIPO-WIPO AT Competition Hosts

02	 	�Appropriate Technology 
		  Competition

The Appropriate Technology (AT) Competition began in 
September 2011. The AT Competition serves as the most 
fundamental yet crucial step in appropriate technology 
development assistance- understanding the local needs 
and environment. With this in consideration, the AT 
Competitions provides the optimal route in understanding 
local needs as the stakeholders themselves voice the 
problems they face every day and propose potential 
solutions to such problems. 

The AT Competition demonstrates a trilateral cooperation 
structure between KIPO, WIPO, and the national IP 
offices of the Member States. The trilateral cooperation 
offers an optimal structure to support the development 
of appropriate technology through three core phases: 

the WIPO AT Competition, AT Development Project by 
KIPO, and collaboration with external organizations such 
as NGOs. The trilateral cooperation allows a natural flow 
of inventions to subsequent assistance programs so that 
inventions can help develop both technical specifications 
and optimal business plans.

The AT Competition supports students and inventors in 
developing countries by showing them how to utilize 
patent information in order to devise creative solutions 
to problems that their local community faces. The AT 
Competitions were held 16 times in 12 different countries 
including: Ethiopia, Malaysia, Ghana, the Philippines, 
Zambia, Vietnam, Mongolia and Thailand. 

In 2017, these competitions were implemented 
consecutively in four Latin American countries (Panama, El 
Salvador, Dominican Republic and Costa Rica) which gained 
a lot of interest of the local media.
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industry. In Myanmar, we developed the brand “Diamond 
Mango” at the request of that country’s Fruit, Flower, 
and Vegetable Producers and Exporters Association. In 
2015, through brand development, we were able to help 
boost Mongolia’s wool industry and the coffee industry for 
Indonesia’s Flores Bajawa region. 

In 2016, along with supporting appropriate technology, 
KIPO developed a brand for Patchouli oil in order to help 
local people sell Patchouli oil products in the market. 

In 2017, a coconut oil extractor brand and coconut 
certification mark were developed and distributed in Sri 
Lanka. The coconut oil brand will help bring even more 
income to the local people.

03	 	
	 Brand development

Branding is one of the most powerful tools for leveraging 
the marketing power of products. To receive the benefits 
of a proper marketing campaign, KIPO helps developing 
countries create brands for high-quality locally-farmed 
goods and other specialty items. APEC joined KIPO in 2011 
and 2012 to support brand acquisition through the “One 
Village One Brand Project.” In 2013, we developed a grain 
brand called “Quinua” in Bolivia, as well as a certified local 
brand for the Tarlac province in the Philippines. In Tarlac, 
we also held a “One Village One Brand” seminar to share 
insights into brand development and proper methods for IP 
utilization.

In 2014, KIPO aided the citizens of Ghana by using brand 
development to help revolutionize their bee keeping 

KIPO’s Global IP Sharing (Brand Development)
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04	 	�WIPO Korea Funds-in-Trust (FIT) 
		  projects

Since 2004, KIPO has managed the WIPO Korea Funds-
In-Trust (FIT) and applied it towards KIPO-WIPO projects 
that support developing countries. One such project is the 
KIPO-WIPO’s Study Visit program where IP experts from 
all over the world are invited to Korea to learn about its 
IPR policies and discuss ways to further develop their IPR 
policies. 

Every year KIPO invites examiners and IP experts from 
developing countries for training courses on patent law, 
trademark law and IP rights. In 2017, we had 17 people 
participate in the Patent law course and 19 people in the 
trademark course. 

Every July, KIPO hosts the IP Summer School, a course 
officially offered by WIPO. The program is held in Daejeon 
and open to the general public. In 2017, a total of 15 
students took part.

KIPO also developed “Getting Creative with Pororo” an 
education animation which has been translated in several 
languages such as English, Spanish, and French with the 
aim to educate children on the importance of intellectual 
property.

05	 	�Development of IP education 
		  contents

In 2006, in collaboration with WIPO, KIPO developed an 
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e-learning program in English called IP PANORAMA, which 
tackles IP issues from a business perspective. As of now, 
it is available in 24 different languages and we have utilized 
it for both online and offline international IP training for 
WIPO Member States. For example, we have offered the 
Advanced International Certificate Course with WIPO and 
KAIST since 2010 and more than 4,700 people from WIPO 
Member States have taken part. In 2014, in collaboration 

with WIPO Academy, we also developed the IP e-learning 
program “IP IGNITE”, an audio-visually enhanced version 
of WIPO’s DL-101. Within its 12 modules, “IP IGNITE” 
covers everything from basic IP fundamentals to advanced 
information on international IP law and WIPO treaties. In 
2017, an Intellectual Property Impact Certificate Course was 
held in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates for the first time 
for those who completed the “IP IGNITE” program. 
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Since 2015, KIPO has launched educational IP games such 
as “Invention Savers JIN”, “Invention City” and “Dr. Paul’s 
laboratory” which nurture creativity in young people by 
teaching them the basic principles of invention. In particular 
“Invention City” has been disseminated to 97 countries 
and has had about 235,000 players. Utilizing these game-
based materials, classes on inventions have been offered 
to elementary students. Furthermore, KIPO and WIPO 
launched “IP INSIGHT” which incorporates live-action video 
rather than animation for IP education.

06	 	�Heads of Intellectual Property 
		  Office Conference

In April 2017, KIPO hosted a Heads of Intellectual Property 
Office Conference (HIPOC) for countries in South Asia, 
Southeast Asia, and Iran. The event was held in Daejeon 
with the theme “Client–centric IP Services” where heads 
of IP offices attended the event including those from 13 
countries as well as WIPO Deputy Director General Mario 
Matus. 

Discussions were held on various contents, including 
sharing experience of IP rights policies and encouraging IP 
administration leadership. The heads agreed that economic 
development and IP capacity were closely related. They 
also recognized the need for an IP ecosystem in order to 
adapt to the 4IR.

Bilateral 
Cooperation

01	 	
	 Bilateral cooperation

In 2016, KIPO remained actively involved in bilateral 
cooperation to further work with foreign IPR authorities and 
saw an expansion to the number of countries that KIPO 
cooperates with in the IPR field.  

With highly qualified examination capacity and experience 
operating IP systems, KIPO is working on exporting its IP 
administrative expertise to other countries. In April 2017, 
high-level talks were held in Seoul between Korea and 
the UAE Ministry of Economy. The two sides agreed to 
continue the dispatch of five Korean patent examiners to 
the UAE over a three year period starting from July 2017. 

With Iran, KIPO supported the establishment of an IP 
training center under the Iranian Ministry of Justice and 
IP training under the “IPR infrastructure Improvement 
Knowledge Sharing Project(KSP) project”. 

The launch of the “ASEAN(10 countries*) + 1 framework” 
in February 2017 was finally decided after 4 years of 
discussions. ASEAN IPR infrastructure improvement 
projects and protection of IPR of Korean companies in the 
ASEAN region will be further strengthened.  

*Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam. 

As part of the trilateral cooperation with the JPO, KIPO and 
SIPO, KIPO hosted the TRIPO Heads Meeting in December 
2017 in Jeju. The three offices officially approved the 
“Trilateral Cooperation Framework” and adopted an official 
emblem proposed by KIPO. 

KIPO signed several meaningful Memorandums of 
Understanding(MOUs) in 2016 to further cooperation 
with foreign IPR authorities. A new MOU on CSP  was 
signed with SIPO while the existing CSP with USPTO 
was agreed to be extended. Talks with the EUIPO reached 
an agreement on an exchange of IPR data, as well as an 
agreement for an MOU on CPC with the EPO.

*CSP(Collaborative Search Program): When an invention 
has applied for registration in two different countries, 
prior art searches needed for the examination is shared 
by the two patent offices to allow for faster processing of 
examinations under the CSP. 
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Furthermore, KIPO signed comprehensive cooperation 
MOUs with Argentina and the Ukraine, both recognized 
as regional hubs with high industrial development and 
technological advancement, thus expanding the number of 
countries that KIPO cooperates with in the IPR field. 

02	 	
	 IP5 cooperation

KIPO, the JPO, the EPO, SIPO and the USPTO celebrated 
the 10th anniversary of their cooperation forum as the 
world’s five largest patent offices (IP5) at the 2017 IP5 
Heads Meeting held in Malta. A new vision was adopted 
to reflect the changing IPR environment. The new vision 
further incorporated efficiency, cost effectiveness and user 
friendliness. 

Furthermore, the topic of ”IPR protection in the 4IR era” 
was discussed under the IP5 cooperation. Individual 
policy efforts made by each patent office dealing with the 
challenges of the 4IR will continued to be shared and joint 
projects can be promoted

In October 2016, an Industry Consultation Group (ICG) was 
set up and held its first meeting in Munich, Germany.  
In January 2017. The ICG works to bring actual users of 
patent systems closer to the patent offices. 

Also a tentative agreement was made to introduce a joint 

cooperative examination program (CS&E) on patentability 
as of May 1, 2018. This is a first of its kind, where the 
examiners of the five major patent offices jointly examine 
PCT applications. 

03	 	
	 TM5 cooperation

Comprised of Korea, China, Europe, Japan and the United 
States, the TM5 is a consultative body of five major players 
in the trademark field. Officially launched in May 2012, 
Korea hosted the 2013 TM5 meeting as that year’s chair 
country. In May and December 2017, Korea participated 
in the TM5 meeting two times to discuss cooperation 
directions for further harmonizing trademark systems 
around the world. 

At the TM5 meeting, the countries discussed ways to 
harmonize the trademark system through 14 cooperation 
projects, as well as ways to enhance user convenience. 
KIPO is currently leading the projects: comparison and 
analysis of examination results project, information on 
description of goods and services project and the TM5 
website project. Brief summaries of the projects are as 
follows:

1  The project on comparison and analyses of examination 
results compares the examination results of patent 
applications that have been submitted to the five offices. 
47 examination results of patent applications which have 
been submitted to the five offices are currently being 
analyzed for discernment and similarities.

2  The project on providing information on describing 
goods and services project reviews the indication of goods 
that are written in the applications. A final report is being 
prepared and will contain a comparison of lists of indication 
of goods. We hope this report will help businesses and 
patent lawyers who plan to register trademarks overseas, 
and the final version is planned to be updated on the TM5 
website. 

3  TM5 website project consists of opening a renewed 
TM5 website in October 2016 (http://www.tmfive.org).
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01	 	
	 Bilateral IT Cooperation

KIPO continues to work with each leading patent offices of 
China, Europe, Japan and the United States through bilateral 
automation cooperation to improve user convenience and 
to set up better infrastructure to enhance the efficiency of 
examination practice.

As part of this effort, KIPO participated in an experts 
meeting with USPTO in May 2017. The two offices 
discussed issues including electronic exchanges of 
documents to prove design priority and ways to improve 
the delivery methods of copies for PCT search. Bilateral 
automation expert meetings were also held in July with 
the JPO and in September with SIPO to discuss ways of 
exchanging detailed citation information, as well as building 
a security network between Korea and China for safe 
exchange of data.  

In February and June 2017, discussions took place on the 
issue of KIPO officially participating in the web-based 
ePCT, currently operated by WIPO. It was decided that 
from October 2017, patent applicants from Korea can also 
use ePCT without installing complicated software. In 
November, KIPO and WIPO jointly held high-level talks on 
PCT automation and operations to further discuss ways of 
utilizing ePCT to make applications even more convenient 
and expanding PCT related e-document exchanges.

02	 	
	 IP5 IT cooperation

In January 2017, KIPO participated in the 11th IP5 Working 
Group 2 meeting held in Europe. Discussions covered 
topics such as the One Portal Dossier (OPD : integrated 
search service for examination progress information on 
family patent applications that are provided to IP5 patent 
office examiners and the general public) and exchanges of 
detailed citation information.

Also at the meeting, the IP5 shared progress and future 
direction for five key tasks (standardization of applicant 
names, alert service, XML, legal statue information, 

International 
IT cooperation

04	 	
	 ID5 cooperation

The ID5 (Industrial Design 5) is a forum of five countries 
which are collectively responsible for more than 90% of 
design applications worldwide Korea, China, the European 
Union, Japan and the United States) that come together 
to discuss key issues in the design field. Along with the 
IP5 for patents cooperation and the TM5 for trademarks 
cooperation, the ID5 for design cooperation promotes 
system enhancements in and cooperation among its 
member states. 

At the 2017 annual conference in Alicante, Spain, member 
states approved an operational guideline that laid out the 
overall direction for future cooperation and vision. 

KIPO is leading three cooperative projects: ID5 website set-
up, comparative study of design registration standards, and 
joint research on design classification policy and practices 
with Japan. 

As for the ID5 website project, an interim website for 
the ID5 was presented at the 2016 annual conference, 
becoming the first tangible outcome of the cooperative 
projects. The ID5 website (http://id-five.org/) was officially 
approved at the 2017 annual meeting and in full operation 
thereafter. The website promotes ID5 cooperation activities 
as well as provides information on design related activities. 
The website also serves as a communication channel 
between users in different countries and their respective 
patent offices. 

In 2018, Korea will serve as the chair for the ID5 and host 
the ID5 working level meeting and annual conference. 
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MOU with the Egyptian Patent Office (EGPO) in April 
2017 to cooperate in patent automation. Under the MOU, 
KIPO provides consulting services for system set up and 
sophistication of the patent administration automation 
system, and shares experience in KIPONet development 
and operations.

01	 	International seminars and 
		  training

KIPO’s International Intellectual Property Training Institute 
(IIPTI) opened multiple training courses for examiners and 
IPR related government officials from developing countries 
and have hosted international conferences to enhance 
awareness and development of the IPR sector. 

In collaboration with WIPO, training sessions on 
examination and methods were held for patent and 
trademark examiners from many countries including India, 
Sri-Lanka and Bangladesh. 

In 2017, an unprecedented training course on PCT was 
successfully administered for improving international search 
capabilities in developing countries. 

An international conference”Create an Enabling Intellectual 
Property Environment for Technology Development, 
Management and Commercialization” was held for 22 
heads of technology licensing organizations in four Asia-
Pacific countries. Also working with KOICA, KIPO hosted 
educational programs on invention education and the IPR 
system for relevant government officials from developing 
countries to enhance their level of IPR infrastructure. KIPO 
sent instructors to the Patent Office of Cooperation Council 
for The Arab States of the Gulf (GCCPO) on two separate 
occasions to provide training on patent examination, 
classification, and quality management. Similar trainings 
with modified content were also provided for examiners 
in China and Vietnam. All in all, a total of 11 sessions were 
carried out by KIPO for 237 non-Korean participants.

International Seminars 
and Training Courses

document exchanges among patent offices) that each 
patent office is working on to promote the Global Dossier 
(GD; a global system that enables all applicants and 
examiners check examination status in real time). 

KIPO is leading the task of applicant names standardization 
and presented specific methods on how the standardization 
is taking place in Korea. KIPO also suggested establishing 
a name mapping table to standardize applicant names 
equivalent across Korean, Chinese, Japanese and English, 
and applying it to 20 businesses recommended by the IP5. 
A pilot study will analyze and verify its results which would 
be presented at the 12th IP5 WG2 meeting. 

03	 	�Expand the overseas export of 
		  KIPOnet

In 1999, KIPO was the first of its kind to fully digitalize the 
entire process of patent administrative work from patent 
application to registration and trial practices. With advances 
in IT and changes in the patent system, the digital system 
has been continuously upgraded. KIPO is working to share 
its expertise with other patent offices around the world to 
contribute to the global IP automation and cooperation. 

In 2015, KIPO, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and ODA 
agencies such as KOICA cooperated to export and set up 
Korea’s patent information system for African Regional 
Intellectual Property Organization(ARIPO). The ARIPO 
system opened in April 2015 as a pioneer in achieving 
a paperless process. The system incorporates e-filing 
submissions and on-line fee payment systems as well as 
providing search functions to the public. All such activities 
contribute significantly to realizing a digitized administration 
service.  

In February 2016, KIPO signed on a contract for an UAE 
patent IT system based on Korea’s patent automation 
system KIPONet. Experts from KIPO were sent over to the 
UAE in August 2016 to facilitate the system development 
and operations. The UAE system was successfully 
completed in February 2017. 

Also, in cooperation with the Ministry of Strategy and 
Finance and other relevant agencies, KIPO signed an 
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Program Course Title Contents Dates
(in 2017)

Number of 
participants

WIPO
Program(5)

WIPO Patent Law, Patent Examination Course Training on Korea’s patent system and patent examination practice 5. 15~5. 26 17

WIPO Asia Pacific Regional Conference OJT for Mongolian Patent examiners 6. 21~6. 23 22

WIPO Enhancing Developmental Country’s 
PCT Ability Course Training on Korea’s trademark system and trademark examination work 7. 3~7. 7 16

WIPO-Korea IP Summer School OJT for Uzbekistan Trademark examiners 7. 10~7. 21 26

WIPO Trademark Law, Trademark Examination
Course IP education for university students and young adults 11. 13~11. 21 19

KOICA
Program(2)

KOICA Creative Invention Course Training on creative invention promotion policies 3. 16~4. 5 18

KOICA IP System Course Training on understanding of Korea’s patent policies and 
industrial site visits 8. 31~9. 20 20

Customized
Program(4)

China Hubei Province Patent Examiner Course Visiting Invention Education Center and Operating Invention 
Education Course 3. 13 21

Saudi Arabia Patent Examiner Course Searching method for examinations and case studies 10. 16~10. 19 4

The UAE Preliminary Examiner Demonstration Course Educating Patent Examination and Classification By Dispatching 
Instructor 10. 23~10. 24 66

Vietnam Patent Examiner Course Introduction to Korea’s Patent Act and examination system 12. 5~12. 8 8

Total 11 Courses 237

Schedule for International Training Courses in 2017

02	 	�International cooperation in the 
		  education field

IIPTI continues to work with IP related agencies overseas 
to promote IPR training development. It has cooperative 
relations with China and Japan, and their respective IPR 
training institutes of China Intellectual Property Training 
Center (CIPTC) and National Center for Industrial Property 
Information and Training (INPIT). The “8th Korea-China-Japan 
IP Training Institutes Heads Meeting” was hosted in 2017 
and in connection to this meeting, the three agencies jointly 
hosted a public seminar on the topic of “Patent Database 

System of Korea-China-Japan”. To follow up, working level 
cooperation meetings will be held between Korea and 
China’s training institutes as well as between Korea and 
Japan to find new cooperative projects that can strengthen 
the relationship even further.




